
THE COMING OF CHRIST
A CLOSER LOOK AT THE GOSPELS OF ADVENT & CHRISTMAS



THE GOSPELS & THE ORIGINS OF JESUS

MARK

• The oldest gospel, first to be written

• Opens with John in the desert 
proclaiming repentance

• The Lord Jesus appears at his 
baptism

• Symbolized by the lion



THE GOSPELS & THE ORIGINS OF JESUS

JOHN
• Begins at the beginning, like 

Genesis

• Jesus is co-eternal with the 
Father

• After the prologue introduces 
Jesus with John as a disciple of 
his, baptizing with him

• Symbolized by an eagle



MATTHEW’S STORY IS PROPHECY FULFILLED

MATTHEW

• Begins with Abraham and Sarah

• Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
promise of Abraham and all the 
patriarchs and prophets

• Tells a Jewish story for his Jewish 
community

• Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
expected Messiah, the Christ



LUKE TELLS A GENTILE STORY

LUKE
• Begins with the appearance of an 

angel to Zechariah the priest

• Traditionally a painter and physician

• Not Jewish, but Greek 

• Writes for a Gentile community not 
familiar with Hebrew prophecy and 
expectations



WHAT WE IMAGINE …

• The holy family at the center

• Clean and well behaved animals

• The shepherds on one side

• Three Kings on the other

• This image is NEVER presented in the 
gospels

• It is the construct of our religious 
imagination

• This is because of St Francis of Assisi



HOW THEY DIFFER …

Matthew

• Mary & Joseph live in Bethlehem and have 
their house there

• An indefinite number of Magi visit from the 
East, guided by a star

• They stop for directions and Herod in a 
jealous rage murders all boys under the age 
of two

• The Holy Family flees to Egypt for their lives

• When they return, they settle in Nazareth

Luke

• Mary & Joseph live in Nazareth

• They travel to Bethlehem for a census, they 
are temporary visitors when the birth 
occurs & return to life in Nazareth

• Since the child is laid in a manger, since 
there was no room in the inn, means they 
don’t have a house there

• Angels appear to the shepherds who are 
the first to know of the birth and they visit 
the family as the promised sign of the truth 
that they have been told



WHAT THEY AGREE ON …

• Jesus is a descendant of David, the great 
King of Israel

• Joseph’s acknowledgement of Jesus in 
naming him, makes him a legitimate heir of 
David’s line

• Jesus is conceived without human sexual 
relations, but by divine intervention

• He is the Son of God, wholly divine and 
wholly human

• He is Son of God and Son of David



THEY AGREE AND DIFFER …

Matthew

• An Angel reveals the identity of Jesus:  to 
Joseph

• At the birth this is  immediately shared with 
others:  the Magi by the star

• This identity is not received well by all:  
Herod wants to destroy the child

• They depend heavily on Hebrew imagery 
from the patriarchs & prophets:  Joseph as 
dreamer, deliverance from Egypt and a 
vicious ruler:  Herod and the flight to Egypt

Luke

• An angel reveals the identity of Jesus:  to 
the Virgin Mary

• At the birth, this identity is immediately 
shared with others:  the angels to the 
shepherds

• The identity is not received well by all:  
Simeon prophecies that this child is 
destined to be the rise and the fall of many 
in Israel

• They depend heavily on Hebrew imagery 
from the patriarchs & prophets:  Abraham 
& Sara, Zechariah & Elizabeth, Hannah & 
Samuel, the canticles as Old Testament 
recollections.



THE OLD TESTAMENT REVEALS CHRIST

• He embodies divine grace which always exceeds 
human expectation

• God’s mercy is given even to the unworthy

• He lifts up the lowly

• He hears the prayers of the faithful and 
obedient

• This revelation is a glory to the people of Israel

• And a consolation and revealing light to Gentiles


